CIVILIZATION    AND    DISEASE

tained nothing but case histories, minutely described; but the two
volumes found many readers outside the medical profession. A
well written clinical case history is, after all, nothing but a biog-
raphy. Trousseau's clinics and somewhat later those of the neurolo-
gist Charcot at the Salpetriere were attended not only by medical
students and physicians but by writers, philosophers, historians, by
scientists and scholars from all fields.

Of all the sciences medicine and particularly physiology had
probably the strongest appeal to the layman. Few people ever
come into contact with higher mathematics or astronomy, but
everybody sooner or later has some experience with medicine. The
physician is the scientist whom everybody meets, and his prestige
was growing rapidly in the 19th century. He demonstrated graph-
ically to what good use the new sciences could be put. Medicine,
leading through all the heights and depths of human life cap-
tivated the people's minds more than physics or chemistry. And of
all medical sciences physiology was the most philosophical, for
physiology investigates the functions of life, and all of its problems
lead ultimately into the realm of philosophy.

The repercussions were soon felt. Renan declared history to be
a science like chemistry. Hippolyte Taine, who formulated the
theory and philosophy of the naturalistic school, went so far as to
say that vice and virtue were products like vitriol or sugar. From
Auguste Comte and Claude Bernard he derived his theory of in-
dividual determinism by environment. Auguste Comte, taking over
the concept, had enlarged it to designate "not only the fluid in
which the organism is dipped but at large the sum total of external
circumstances of any kind, necessary for the existence of every
definite organism." Claude Bernard added to this the concept of
the internal environment. While the organism as a whole has an
external milieu, every cell has an internal one that determines its
development. The influence of science and particularly of medicine
was most strongly felt in literature. In La Legende des Siecles Vic-
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